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Psychology Questions based on the Film “Dangerous Minds”
1. Which Ms. Johnson's students are and which are not cognitively developed in accordance to their age? (View any 2 characters and find 2 pieces of evidence of development/ underdevelopment in each of them.)
From the film, some students are developed cognitively while others are not developed. For example, Emilio seems not to have developed cognitively; his mind seems undeveloped with the way he always looks for trouble. This is evidenced in the way he views life and how he reacts when confronted. Emilio does not know exactly what brought him to school. He does not know what his life is all about. He insists that because he comes from a poor background there is no body to help him solve his problems. Due to immature thinking and uncontrolled emotions, Emilio ended up being killed by a gang. He tried to fight back When he was approached by Ms. Johnson and reacts violently. 
Raul, another character in the film, seems to have developed cognitively. He easily attracted Ms. Johnson who introduced a different view of life from what he had. Raul is a young boy with the mind of a criminal. After getting someone who could guide him, he changed to a better person. Raul was developed cognitively and that is why he accepted to be guided. Although he was frequently involved in street crime and gang warfare, he changed and showed improvement after counselling.
2. Why is Ms. Johnson's method in teaching socially problematic students how to understand poetry successful? (Base your answer on Piaget's concept of metaphor).
Ms. Johnson methods of teaching the students was successful because they aligned to what they found interesting. She would use class exercises that taught similar concepts and used language that appealed to the cognitive mind of the students. Ms. Johnson used Bob Dylan’s lyrics to introduce poetry to the students. The students enjoyed the poem and recited it loudly. She understood the social problem of her students and thus devised an effective method of teaching poetry. She also uses “Mr. Tambourine Man” to elaborate on method and symbolism in poetry. This method is memorable and makes it easier for the students to understand stylistic devices in poetry such as metaphor and symbolism. 
MS Johnson liberally rewards her students with enticements, such candy bars and trips. This method reflects the significance of rewards as reinforcement towards an action, which often aids in cognitive development. Her teaching method are interesting and made the authority to convince her to remain in the school. According to Piaget’s theory the method that MS. Johnson uses is contradicting. Her choice of exercises is reflective of Piaget’s concept of metaphor. Piaget indicated that the meaning of symbol is never fixed in the mind of children (Firoozalizadeh et al., 2020). It rather depends on the operational structures that children are exposed to. Ms. Johnson used exercises and words that were already available to the lives of her students to harness their understanding of poetry. This is shown in her use of Bob Dylan’s lyrics. 
3. How did Ms. Johnson help Raul develop psychosocially? (Find at least 2 fragments to describe his personality's growth due to Ms. Johnson's lessons and personal influence). 
Before Ms. Johnson joined the school Raul was a troublesome boy. He involved himself in street crime and had joined war gangs. When Ms. Johnson joined the school, she was interested in changing Raul, and tried her best to ensure that Raul improves and focus on the studies. Ms. Johnson helped him to develop psychological by showing undivided attention to his wellbeing and even visiting his family. The visit changed Raul’s assumption about life especially what they were undergoing as poor citizens. 
Visiting his family encouraged Raul to focus on his studies and change his behavior. Ms. Johnson also took Raul for a dinner. This was a sign of love and care and Raul felt valued and recognizable in the society. Being taken to a dinner was a way of showing concern and sympathy. These efforts from Ms. Johnson boosted the psychological development of Raul as he was able to gain self-love and determination.  Raul also developed self-respect and confidence. Ms. Johnson changed Raul’s assumption about life especially what he was undergoing in his poor state. It gave him new insight about life and changed his perception on criminal behavior. He learned not to hurt other people by engaging in crime and became one of the best students for Ms. Johnson.
4.  What deficiency in Emilio's cognitive development became an obstacle for his psychosocial accomplishments? (Find 2 episodes to support your opinion).
Emilio attracted Ms. Johnson’s attention because of his personal complications and problems. Emilio is Ms. Johnson’s most troublesome student because he often finds himself in mistakes. He has a fixed mind that makes him to think that he is mentally superior and does not need guidance. He believes in himself as being a strong person and is reluctant to seek assistance. In one instant when Ms. Johnson try to approach him so that he can share his problems, he become violent and does not want to listen to anyone. Emilio dwells in a mindset that he is a mentally strong person and does not need counseling. This rigid mindset makes it hard for Ms. Johnson to talk to him and help him in his psychological development. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Emilio enters Grandey’s office, the school principal, without knocking at the door. He disrespects his seniors and therefore there is no way of approaching him for guidance. In this case, he had gone to report to Grandey that he was danger but he was dismissed for failing to knock the door. Throughout the film, Emilio is not a good student and he is violent to everybody. This is a sign of cognitively immature mind that forms a barrier to the development of the socially accepted behavior (Nucci and Turiel, 1988). His strong sense of personal honor prevents him from asking for help and when Ms. Johnson learns that he is danger, she is unable to help him.
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